Week 10  -  Writtle 3rd v Wanstead & Snaresbrook

Travelling to Fairlop Oak Playing Fields, the third team was again a mixture of the young and not so young and bolstered by the availability in the 1st / 2nd teams, with both Jamie Reynolds and Paul Haxell turning out. The Wanstead team was also a mixture of colts and older players, so evenly matched on paper.

The skipper lost the toss and Wanstead decided to bat first in a 40 over game on a damper than usual Fairlop wicket. 

A good opening spell by Richard Carson and Brad Sheridan kept the Wanstead batsmen quiet and it was not long before Brad made the brake through with two wickets in successive balls. Two further wickets from Richard left Wanstead struggling with only No 4 Naail making any progress. Wickets continued to fall at regular intervals with Sam Adams taking 2, Archie Edmonds his first senior wicket and Paul Haxell, ‘testing his injured calf’ cleaning up with three. The Wanstead innings closed on 91 after 27 overs, with Naail 36 not out.

Richard  8 – 1 – 14 – 2  Brad 6 – 0 – 25 – 2  Sam Adams 5 – 0 – 16 – 2                               Archie  3 – 0 – 17 – 1  Paul H  3 – 0 – 7 – 3  Michael 2 – 0 – 13 - 0 

The Writtle opening batsmen – Chris Canning & Michael High found it no easier to score runs early in the innings as the Wanstead opening pair bowled well with the score being 10/0 after the first 10 overs. However the scoring rate increased gradually  and the target was reached in the 27th over for the loss of only three wickets for an easy win and showing the benefit of a steady start. 

Chris Canning batted well for 30, Michael High scored 10, Alex Matson a quick dozen and Paul Haxell remained 20 not out.
Fenton the Elder

