WEEK 14  -  Writtle 3rd v Rayleigh V1
Having lost the toss, Writtle were asked to bat on what appeared to be an unreliable wicket! The opening pair of Sam Adams & Mark Fowles started cautiously against some tight bowling which restricted us to 19 runs from the first ten overs. With a change of bowling the score moved onto 51 by the 15th over before the departure of Mark for 21. Paul Grimsey increased the scoring rate and by the half way point, we had reached 80/1 and a good platform for the second half of the innings. Sam was out soon afterwards for a patient 25 and a couple of further wickets saw us teetering at 103/5 with 13 overs remaining and the possibility that the minimum target of 150 may not be achieved. However a good sixth wicket partnership of 59 between Will Claydon and James Dillon saw us to179/6 with James scoring 23 and Will finishing 53 not out.

For Rayleigh the opening pair of Belcher & Martin returned good figures from their 8 overs apiece of 0/19 and 1/26. The wickets however were taken by spinners Humphrey & Hammond who finished with 3-38 and 2-27.

The Rayleigh innings started well with the opening pair scoring 44 as our opening bowlers, Sam Adams and Tejas Kotwal were unable to make the breakthrough. A direct hit by Sam Adams achieved the breakthrough with a run out. Opener Belcher continued to pick up runs and the score moved onto 72 in the 18th over before a another breakthrough was achieved, a wicket for Henry Blanks in his first over. At the halfway stage the game was evenly poised with Rayleigh on 80/2. However the partnership of Henry and Richard Carson proved too good for the Rayleigh middle and lower order as the required run rate steadily rose and seven wickets fell by the time the score had reached 100, including opener Belcher who scored 61. The innings finished in the 37th over with Rayleigh reaching 123.

Richard Carson finished with 2-20 from 8 overs and Henry ‘cleaned up’ with the remarkable figures of 8- 1- 14 -5.
Tejas was unlucky not to take a wicket, finishing with 0-20 from 8 overs and James Dillon 0-15 from 4 overs. Will Claydon picked the last wicket finishing with 1-4 from 2.1 overs.

Man of the match – shared this week by Will Claydon for seeing the Writtle score through to 179 & Henry Blanks for his five wicket haul.
Fenton the Elder  
