Writtle Get Season Up And Running
After overnight rain moistened the wicket, Captain Clark won the toss and decided to bowl first. Norman and Gunewardene (Sanjay) opening the bowling and soon had the batsmen in trouble. First one opener was dropped twice in one Norman over (once by the bowler himself), and then the same opener was dropped off Sanjay by one of the four debutants. The breakthrough finally came when the openers luck ran out and he was caught at square leg.
Sanjay continued to cause the batsmen all sort of trouble and soon Mountnessing found themselves 51 for 5, Sanjay taking 4 and Narayan chipping in with a rare JV catch in the covers. Sanjay finished up with figures of 4 for 20 off his 12 overs, a great start to the season.
Wickets continued to fall with Haxell chipping in with 3 on his debut and the Mountnessing soon found themselves on 94 for 8. However the fielding became sloppy and the lack of training showed as catches went down and mis-fields were common place. The opposition number 6 soon hit his way to 87 not out and the innings closed on 168 for 8. A good first half but can do better in the second was the overall opinion.
Pavitt and Clark started the reply steadily before Clark was bowled round his legs for 14 with the score on 30 in the tenth over. Cliff came in and started his first Writtle innings in a steady way as the runs were ticket off. Pavitt then picked out mid-wicket off a full toss that should have ended up in the next field.
Reynolds came in and looked to get on top of the bowling, however after hitting one over the top for four the next ball he managed to york himself with a ball that dipped late and a repeat of his hundred in the pre-season friendly was not forthcoming.
Wackett came to the crease and looked positive straight away and the score was soon 122 for 3. Cliff was however triggered on 42 and a debut 50 was not to be, alas this did not matter as JV came in and made a quick 26 not out to knock off the runs with 5 overs to spare. Wackett finished on 43 not out.
A solid start to the season although plenty of room for improvement, especially in the fielding department.
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