Writtle vs. Great Baddow – Sunday April 10th – Plate Semi-final
With Writtle’s league challenge over, the last effort of the indoor season was to win the plate. The semi-final opponents were Writtle’s last conquerors, Great Baddow with Rankins waiting for the winning team in the evening’s final. Skipper Hughes failed to win the toss for the third consecutive game and Writtle were once again inserted, only to lose Harsha early on. Again. No-one really got going as Hughes top-scored with 20 and Fenton 16 but Writtle were dismissed with 3 balls of the innings unused for just 64 in almost carbon-copy fashion to the previous fixture.  
Writtle’s hopes of staging a comeback were boosted in the first over ball as Baddow’s opener missed a quick and straight delivery from Haarris. He followed that up with another in his next over as Narayan opened up with a wicket to leave Baddow reeling at 20-3. As with the previous game, Writtle were back in the hunt. Baddow again took their time in the chase Narayan claimed another wicket, Fenton taking a low catch at point. Baddow were crumbling at 42-5 but it was the last man standing, Smith who knocked off the runs last time round who took the game to the wire, completing the win for Baddow in the last over. Writtle’s hopes of another impressive comeback were dashed once again and Writtle were left wondering how the form deserted them in the last three games.

After so much promise throughout the season, Writtle came out with nothing having been pipped to second in the league by Willingale and missing out on promotion, despite having lost fewer games. Coupled with the semi-final defeat here, it’s a bitter pill to swallow but at the start of the season we would have taken the result.

It has been an excellent season all round and we can only hope to improve and keep the form right to the end of the season next year!
Now for the summer…

