Writtle vs. Hockley – Sunday February 6th 
For the third time in the season, Hockley were Writtle’s opponents, this time it was a league appointment and Writtle’s last before the split. Having heard Willingale had lost, a win would see Writtle top the table for at least this week. 

Hockley inserted Writtle and a sluggish start soon proved to be fruitful as Harsha and Narayan once again began to open up. When Harsha departed to an unfortunate pinball-bounce off the roof’s girders for 23 , the score was 48 and Narayan retired soon afterwards (25*). Harris found some form and retired on 26* Tim Norman (21) also contributed before Fenton (14*) and Hughes (4*) pushed the score to 130-2. 

Hockley started with the run rate, taking a few necessary risks to give themselves a good chance but a suicidal run-out and later on, a couple of quick wickets seemingly put pay to their hopes. However, Hockley continued to fight and with 50 off 2 overs needed, they were not entirely out of the game. Some good hitting and good fortune benefitted the batting side but Hughes took the responsibility in the last over. Thanks to a dot ball and a wicket, Hockley fell short on 115-5, despite a heroic effort. Writtle looked decidedly twitchy towards the end…
Hughes took 1-18, Fenton 1-27, Narayan 0-22, Harsha 0-16 and Harris 1-26.
The next game is in the plate against Maldon 2 on February 20th. The leagues now split which means Writtle have to face Brentwood and Willingale and two of Springfield, Great Baddow and Hockley to determine the final positions in the league. 
