Writtle vs. Rankins – Sunday January 23rd
Rankins took on the challenge of ending Writtle’s good run and came close in their attempt. Writtle batted first and limped to a strangely below par 79-5 in their 12 overs as the Rankins spinners bowled a good length and caused all sorts of problems for the batsmen. Jim Hughes top scored with 22*. 
Writtle needed to bowl well to maintain their decent run and thankfully the bowlers responded. The run rate was always just below the required rate and with Writtle’s fielding the strongest it has been this season the pressure mounted on the Rankins batsmen. 16 runs were required from the last over bowled by Harris and after a few lusty blows, 6 from 2 balls. Thankfully for Writtle, Rankins imploded and ran a suicidal run which resulted in a run out. Six were needed from the last ball to win but this eluded Rankins and Writtle ran out winners by just 2 runs.  
This was an excellent pressure win and while the batting performance was not as strong as recent weeks, the bowling and fielding performances were excellent.
Writtle are now guaranteed a top half place but it would be good to finish top with only Hockley left to play.
Before that is another meeting with Hockley in the plate…
