Writtle travelled to Brookweald on what promised to be a hot and humid afternoon. Writtle fielded first on a flat track and proceeded to keep ‘weald to a steady run rate as Batchford bowled well without great success and Anderson bowled his usual tidy self, bowling his 12 overs 1-29. Fenton came into the attack with immediate success taking 3-31 off his first eight overs as Brookweald struggled to further their score.

A sharp rainstorm halted proceedings after 40 overs and tea was taken early so as to not lose any play but upon returning Brookweald took advantage of the conditions and plundered 65 from the last five overs. Batchford finished with 1-45 from 9, Dias 1-31 from 7 and Fenton 3-87 – 56 were taken from his last 4 overs (thanks for keeping me on skip!). 

It was only thanks to the tight bowling and solid fielding performance including three sharp catches from Marsh, J Hughes and Fenton that kept Brookweald to 235-6 despite the last few overs’ onslaught.

Undeterred, Writtle’s batsmen took on the challenge as brothers Hughes started off the chase. Jim departed for 8 by guiding a ball to the handily positioned slip with the score on 41. Steve and Lewington continued in strong form as both passed 50 on consecutive balls before Steve fell for a well-made 54. Lewis Batchford kept the runs coming making a swift 17 before Dias came and went in the blink of an eye for 25 from 14 balls. Meanwhile Lewington watched as the chances of a maiden Writtle century turned to hope as the target loomed. A mini-collapse sent a scurry of onlookers to get padded up but Lewington finished things off with a single finishing on 98*, still short of that elusive ton. 

Writtle completed the chase with 6 overs remaining having lost 6 wickets. 

